
  

SUBMISSION FROM ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL 
 
INQUIRY INTO SCOTLAND’S ENTERPRISE NETWORK 
 
1. Further to your recent letter with regard to the above Inquiry, Argyll and Bute Council 
has already provided a detailed officer response through the Scottish Local Authorities 
Economic Development Group (SLAED). 
 
2. However, I would like to reiterate from the Argyll and Bute area perspective, that 
greater consistency in business support across the country would be beneficial. At 
present, different models of business support exist between the respective Scottish 
Enterprise (SE) and Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) areas. In the SE area, 
clients in Business Gateway’s growth pipeline can access SE products before they 
move into account management. In contrast, in the HIE area, Business Gateway 
growth pipeline businesses generally receive no equivalent HIE products, just Business 
Gateway adviser support, unless they are in a fragile area or fall under the communities 
remit. 
 
3. The overall response from SLAED does not recommend giving SE a 
Social/Strengthening Communities remit as it would lead to duplication. However, Argyll 
and Bute Council has worked effectively with HIE with regard to community 
development over many years. In particular, Business Gateway Argyll and Bute acts as 
a portal for all business support in the HIE area. Referrals are then made to HIE or 
other social enterprise support, such as the newly established Social Enterprise Team 
within the Council and/or Argyll and Bute Social Enterprise Network (ABSEN) as 
required. Generally Business Gateway will provide the business support, access to 
workshops etc and HIE can provide funding to a small proportion (not all) of community 
development projects/social enterprises. I believe this is an approach that could be 
mirrored in the SE area. 
 
4. In addition, although Business Gateway in Argyll and Bute has only been operational 
in the area for just over a year, partnership working is becoming established through 
initiatives such as Partnership Action for Continuing Employment (PACE) and the local 
Tourism Strategic Partnership. 
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